From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: christopher.demeroukas@accessil.com
Subject: "C" Conn.
Message-ID: <9609281010.0EAPW00@accessil.com>


Hello -

I've tried the usual sources and still can't find a right-angle "C" connector
for my R390A.  Does anyone know of a source for such an animal?  Thanks.


Chris

09:40 CDT 9/28/96


christopher.demeroukas@accessil.com




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: "Chuck Rippel" <crippel@exis.net>
Subject: 75A-4 Fixes
Message-ID: <199609281212.IAA30360@marlin.exis.net>

I responded privately to the 75A-4 post and wanted to share this 
information with the rest of the list.  It has bee posted to the 
Collins reflector a couple of times but may not have made it here.



This information thanks to Butch, K0BS:

Improved SSB performance:
Replace C-87 with 5pf and add 50pf in paralelle with C-99.

AGC Time Constant:
Remove C-90 and C-112.  Replace R-90 with 22K (all resistors are 
1/2W) and C-112 with .47uf @ 400V.  Connect bottom of new C-112 
(.47uf) to junction of R-98 and R-104.  Connect .001 from junction of 
R-89 and R-90 to ground.  Finally, change C-20 to .01uf.


Also, I had done a little research and come up with the list of the 
"7 deadly caps" in the 75A-4.  These are largely plate to grid 
blocking caps which begin to leak after age.  They are good places to 
begin checking when you have a balky 75A-4.  Of course, the object is 
to look for higher than normal voltages on the other side of the 
blocked B+.

C-34    100pf    V-3    Pin 3
C-52      4pf    V-5    Pin 7
C-68    470pf    V-7    Pin 2
C-75    470pf    V-8    Pin 1
C-81    470pf    V-9    Pin 1
C-101   .01uf    V-22   Pin 1
C-104   470pf    V-21   Pin 1

Additionally, Butch, K0BS adds the following 3

C-71    1000pf   V-7    Pin 6  (very high failure)
C-95     .01uf   V-11   Pin 6
C-96     .01uf   V-12   Pin 2

The capacitors in the pf range should be replaced with 600V dipped 
micas and the others with Sprague Orange Drops.  Additionally, I 
replace all the "black beauties" with .1mfd 400V Sprague Orange Drops 
when I overhaul an 'A-4.  I beleive there are 13 or 14 of them.

73 
   
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Chuck Rippel         Real Radios Were Made in 
crippel@exis.net        Cedar Rapids, Iowa
                       
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: "Joseph W. Pinner" <kc5ijd@dns1.net-connect.net>
Subject: Re: 75A4 Questions
Message-ID: <199609281242.HAA32467@dns1.net-connect.net>

>On the labelling of the noise limiter and mode switch -- my 75A4 is
>an early unit (ser. # 702) and the screening is aligned vertically a
>la the "late" units.  It appears that what are usually considered to
>be early production units were produced in both styles.

Mine is SN 855 and it has the noise limiter/mode switch screening 
vertically aligned and the vernier knob.

73

Joseph W Pinner
Lafayette, LA
KC5IJD
EMail: kc5ijd@net-connect.net



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: Chuck Penson <penson@sci.mus.mn.us>
Subject: CRT collectors book
Message-ID: <324D3B68.67F8@sci.mus.mn.us>

One a recent trip to Portland I picked up a real nice book at Powell's 
Technical Bookstore. It's called The Cathode Ray Tube: Technology, 
History, and Applications" by Peter A. Keller. Published by Palisades 
Press, ISBN # 0-9631559-0-3. It's a hard cover book that amounts to a 
collectors guide to CRTs. I don't really collect CRTs but I was so 
impressed that I had to pick it up.  I think it was about $30. I highly 
recommend it. 

-- 
Chuck Penson
WA7ZZE

penson@sci.mus.mn.us
612.221.4510 voice
612.224.5092 fax
http://comped.sci.mus.mn.us

Standard Disclaimer: The opinions expressed are etc. etc. ...

"Nothing is too wonderful to be true" -- Michael Faraday


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: MAB@delphi.com
Subject: CRT collectors book
Message-ID: <01IA0C9OPILE8Y5NYD@delphi.com>

I concur with Chuck Penson about "The Cathode-Ray Tube" by Peter A. Keller;
it's an outstanding book.  I picked up my copy mailorder from Tektronix
O'Scope guru, Stan Griffiths, who is, I believe, a member of this (or a
related) list.  The price was $30.00 pp.  Look for it.  73, Mike

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
%                                                                   %
% Michael A. Burke, Synetics Consultants             +===========+  %
% PO Box 439, 11 Scenic Dr, Westminster, MA 01473    | o   _   o |  %
% 508-874-0908  mab@delphi.com                       |   /` `\   |  %
%                                                    |  ( /\/ )  |  %
% Self-confessed test equipment jockey and junkie    |   \,_,/   |  %
% (from all those years spent chained to a service   | o       o |  %
% bench at "Laff-at-it" Radio Electronics).          |   o   o   |  %
%                                                    | o   .   o |  %
%    Formerly, "The Hippie City Radio Doctor"        |           |  %
%               State College, Pennsylvania          | :   :   : |  %
%                                                    +===========+  %
%    Now, just another Urban Computer Cowboy.                       %
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: tomrice@netcom.com (Tom R. Rice)
Subject: Re: digital frequency display 
Message-ID: <199609281841.LAA28029@netcom3.netcom.com>

> 
> Of course, there are vacuum tube counters for the purists.
> The HP 522B comes to mind, with its vertical rows of digits
> lit from behind by neon bulbs. Works up to 100 KC, as I
> recall, with 5 columns. 10.5 inch rack mount, heavy.


	Right! Remember the Eccles-Jordan circuit, heart 
	of tube counters from day one.......


-- 
"Start off every day with a smile and get it over with."  --W.C.Fields
Tom R. Rice  
tomrice@netcom.com     
CIS: 71160,1122       


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: billo@nti.net (Bill Wilson)
Subject: Drake RV-4 remote vfo FS
Message-ID: <19960928194813101.AAA172@LOCALNAME>

I have a Drake RV-4 remote vfo/speaker (no ps) for sale...$65 plus UPS, nice
condition.

Thanks,

Bill AC4LC
Jacksonville, Al. 36265



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: aa4rm%amos@mathcs.emory.edu (AA4RM's)
Subject: Eastern AWA meet Oct. 5 & 6 
Message-ID: <9609280419.AA12265@amos>

I don't think this is a conflict with the Oregon event just
announced.  The whole magilla is at http://qsl.asti.com/sars (I
just moused it off a mosaic url stripe)  

It's in Atlanta at Howell Mill Sr. citizens ctr. & lots of detail
await u at the web page

Look for 50-70 sellers, the AN/TIQ-2 bad penny PA that caught
fire at the Atlanta hamfest, and aa4rm's colledtion of pre-ww2
fm ephemera.

Just fyi

   Marty

  there's a 'pdf' newsletter there too!

  NEEDED:  2 black plastic skirted plated caps for early Mac
           30 w amp.


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: TEKOCH@aol.com
Subject: ELMAC PMR-6A & FS
Message-ID: <960928103247_319384995@emout10.mail.aol.com>

I am restoring a Elmac PMR-6A.  Does anyone know the pinout on the octal
power plug?  I am also looking for a schematic and/or manual.  If no quick
response I will order the manual for the long term project.  I am just
interested in firing it up for an initial evaluation at this time.

I also have some extra gear I am will to part with but would prefer local
pick-up due to the weight, etc.  You can operate this equipment as well if
you are in the area. Or hear it on the air on 3.885 mhz. most weekend
mornings.

Collins 32V-3 in good to excellent condition about an 8-9. Works well.
Heathkit DX-100 in fair to good condition about a 6-7.  Works well.
Heathkit DX-100 looks good but needs work no case. HV problems. LV sections
ok.
Central Electronics 10-B in excellent condition all coils and 10-B parts rig
which I could ship.

Make offers.  If we are close and I can recover my costs I will negotiate. as
well as consider trades.

I am located just north of Atlanta, GA in Dunwoody.

Tom Koch - W4UOC
8170 Habersham Waters Road
Dunwoody, GA. 30350
(770) 730-8136
tekoch@aol.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: "Mark J. Blair" <mblair@gruumsh.irv.ca.us>
Subject: Re: Gen Radio Sig Gen 
Message-ID: <199609280806.BAA04557@gruumsh.irv.ca.us>

> increases with tune up. Jim's has microphonics which mine doesn't, but mine
> has an intermittent 400 cycle modulator. Some days it works, some days it
> doesn't come on. I swapped out the 6SN7 and that cured it--for a while--but
> now it is back to it's old tricks again.
[...]
> Any one in BA land know where I can find a schematic?

I missed the first posting of this... which model are we writing
about? I have a GR 1001-A signal generator in the non-rack-mount
cabinet. Mine had a bad 400 Hz oscillator when I got it; it just had a
couple of bad caps. I also had to rework the power input to avoid a
hot case. I have schematics for the unit.

--
Mark J. Blair  KE6MYK
e-mail: mblair@gruumsh.irv.ca.us


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: heikud@directcon.net (Dennis Heikura)
Subject: HR-10B Manual Needed.
Message-ID: <199609281455.HAA00294@zeus.directcon.net>

Hi Gang, Need a manual for the Heath. HR-10B receiver. Can anyone help. Usual
gratuities apply.

73 and Thanks.
Denny==WB7EGG



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: Jeffrey Herman <jherman@hawaii.edu>
Subject: HW-16 question
Message-ID: <Pine.GSO.3.93.960927175832.14244A-100000@uhunix5>

While lovingly going over my "new" HW-16 I noticed there is a pilot
lamp positioned very closely to the rcvr tuning capacitor; this
lamp is for backlighting the tuning dial, but it's so close to
the cap that I wonder if it was designed to keep the cap at a warm
temperature to avoid drift. Is this standard practice?
Jeff KH2PZ / KH6



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: scotgray <scotgray@cwnet.com>
Subject: Re: HW-16 question
Message-ID: <324CBE5C.6F52@cwnet.com>

Jeffrey Herman wrote:
> 
> While lovingly going over my "new" HW-16 I noticed there is a pilot
> lamp positioned very closely to the rcvr tuning capacitor; this
> lamp is for backlighting the tuning dial, but it's so close to
> the cap that I wonder if it was designed to keep the cap at a warm
> temperature to avoid drift. Is this standard practice?
> Jeff KH2PZ / KH6

Got a "new HW-16 here too! RX is a bit too drifty for the CW filter. Let
it warm -up at least 30 min.

Anybody have any mods to stabilize the HW-16 RX VFO? Heath used NPO
ceramics when they had a need for stability. Not bad, but maybe
replacing the aged ceramics with Silver Mica NPO's in the RX VFO and
moving the Pilot lamp (or change to a LED(S)) would probably help.

Looking for a HG10B if anyone has a spare to sell/swap.

73
Scott  KD6CQ


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: scotgray <scotgray@cwnet.com>
Subject: Multi-Elmac AF-67 questions.
Message-ID: <324CC495.1F7E@cwnet.com>

Picked up a Multi-Elmac AF67 a couple of weekends ago. It was used only
on CW, never AM. Brought it home along with a S20R. Got it from a nice
OT in "Old " Sacramento who thought this would make a great novice
station.
I brought my 10 year old son Michael (KF6EYU) along to see his
collection of BA's. The OT loaded the AF67 into a 25 watt light bulb, my
kid was impressed!

Brought it home, opened it up and sure enough the modulator bias 22.5
volt battery had barely a volt left. Impatient, I soldered up a pair of
9 volt Alkalines and hoped for the best. Plugged in my D104 and AUDIO!!
w/Plenty to spare. A pair of 5881's to a 6146! I like it!

The OT showed me how to tune-up. He didn't "peak" the RF grid, just
turned it up to a little less than 2 ma and said "those 6146's just
don't last too long if ya drive 'em too hard." Maxing the grid tunning
(2.5 ma) seems to be (IMHO) the best way to go for spectral purity. I'm
running about 500 volts on the Plate w/ about 100 ma or so for 30-40
watts out. The manual doesn't go into details of tune-up w/ numbers. Too
much drive?? How about the 18V grid bias on the 5881's? 

Any suggestions on what "numbers" to tune for? Should I just peak the
6146 grid to 2.5 ma an forget it? Hate to blow this neat rig up. Help.

Also, Whats the difference between the AF67 and AF68?

This AF-67 is going to work/look NICE aside my HQ-160!

73 and hope to get on 75 and 40 AM real soon.

Thanks in advance!

Scott KD6CQ and Mike KF6EYU


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: "Benjamin D. Hall" <bdhall@ghgcorp.com>
Subject: Re: NCX-5 -- Mark 2?
Message-ID: <324D4AF6.5B9B@ghgcorp.com>

knudsen@gvmail.ih.lucent.com wrote:

> Now I'm confused about my unit.  It is a 74-series serial
> number.  No "Mk II" or other stampings on the chassis back.
> And the back is labeled for the older type of sweep-tube finals.
> But a flashlight into my PA compartment reveals the newer
> 6JB5 (6JB6?) tubes.  And I can't for the life of me
> find V10, the infamous 7360 tube that was sanded out of existence
> in the Mk 2.  Sooo, maybe I have a Mk 2 that just doesn't
> advertize the fact.  Oh happy days, tho maybe the newer finals
> are harder to find than the old, anyone know?

This is just like my NCX-5.  74 7534 is the serial number, no Mk II or 
anything, but the finals are 6JB6 finals and according to the manual, 
can use 6GJ5 finals as well.  On mine, the 7360 balanced modulator 
doesn't exist, and where it should be is a box with a 6BA6 tube on top. 

I think what we have here a units between the orignal and the Mark II 
version? 

Any of you National fans know for sure?

Thanks and 73,
Ben
-- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------
 From the computer of            | Collector of fine firebottle
 Benjamin D. Hall, Houston Texas | equipment, as well as other things
 BDHall@GHGCorp.com -or-         | involving Earth, Air, Water, and
 BHall@GP802.JSC.NASA.gov        | Fire.     
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 "When you clock the human race with the stopwatch of history, it's a
 new record every time."




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: "Benjamin D. Hall" <bdhall@ghgcorp.com>
Subject: NCX-5 thanks
Message-ID: <324D3C88.54B@ghgcorp.com>

Thanks to everyone who wrote to me with helpful suggestions on firing up 
the NCX-5 with my less than perfect antenna.  Usually, I write personal 
thank you notes to everyone, but after about three weeks or very busy 
times at the old salt mine which have precluded writing lots of e-mail, 
I find I must do this to ever hope to get caught up.  (I have about 100 
or so peices of e-mail TO WRITE.)

I don't know if I ever made a post about how she fired up.

Well, the power supply/speaker unit hums badly on initial plug in, like 
it is under too heavy of a load.  I thought it was warm-up transients, 
so I let the radio warm up and got audio and some signals.  It appears 
to work, but has definate problems in the mode selection switch as it 
doesn't turn off!  A parts rig is on the way and I am confident that 
I'll have no problems fixing it.

It seems as if National made many versions of the NCX-5.  Mine has a 
little box where the 7360 balanced modulator goes, and has a 6BA6 tube 
on it.  Also, mine has a page in the manual stating that this unit has 
been factory modified to use either 6JB6 or 6GJ5 finals.  For those of 
you who would like info on how to convert yours to use either tube, drop 
me a line, I'll type in the instructions and send them to you.  
Supposedly National used other finals as well, but I hae no further 
insight into them with manual I have.  

Thanks again for all your help.

Thanks and 73,
Ben
-- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------
 From the computer of            | Collector of fine firebottle
 Benjamin D. Hall, Houston Texas | equipment, as well as other things
 BDHall@GHGCorp.com -or-         | involving Earth, Air, Water, and
 BHall@GP802.JSC.NASA.gov        | Fire.     
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 "When you clock the human race with the stopwatch of history, it's a
 new record every time."




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: carl yaffey <cyaffey@sprynet.com>
Subject: need a xtal or 2
Message-ID: <2.2.32.19960928175636.0071864c@m1.sprynet.com>

Just bought a Heath AT-1 and I need to test it. Believe it or not, I don't
seem to have any crystals! I would like to buy at least one for 40 meters
and one for 80. Any body have some to spare? TNX in advance,
Carl K8NU
-------------------------------------------------------------
Carl Yaffey K8NU (ex-W4EZB) cyaffey@sprynet.com 614 268 6353 Columbus OH 
Banjo player for One Riot One Ranger, independent software developer.
                   /~~\\       ,    , ,
                  |#===||==========#***| 
                   \__//            ` `



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: Jeffrey Herman <jherman@hawaii.edu>
Subject: Re: need a xtal or 2
Message-ID: <Pine.GSO.3.93.960928083104.3022H-100000@uhunix5>

On Sat, 28 Sep 1996, carl yaffey wrote:
> Just bought a Heath AT-1 and I need to test it. Believe it or not, I don't
> seem to have any crystals! I would like to buy at least one for 40 meters
> and one for 80. Any body have some to spare? TNX in advance,
> Carl K8NU

Hi Carl,
An 80M xtal is as close as your nearest color TV (3579 kc); if you've
got a junked TV or if you think only junk appears on TV then yank that
xtal out and join the group of fellows that regularly meet on that
"color burst" frequency!



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: WPUL1130@CONCENTRIC.NET (LLOYD A. SCOTT, JR.)
Subject: RE: PHILA
Message-ID: <324f52da.16076831@SMTP.CRIS.COM>

Hi Gang: To all of you that gave me feedback concerning mil ids
****PHILA*** many thanks this answers my question. Thanks
and 73's
Lloyd Scott


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: "D. Ragsdale" <doragsda@oboe.aix.calpoly.edu>
Subject: PL-177 Xmitter Tube NOS
Message-ID: <9609281740.AA20671@mailbox.calpoly.edu>

I have a NOS Penta PL-177 transmitter tube.  In the box with data sheet and
ceramic socket.  Never been used.  I don't have a need for it, but have no
idea if it's worth 50 cents or 50 dollars.  Can someone(s) give me some idea
what it's worth, if anything, and then I'll post it for sale at a very
reasonable price?   I would post it as  a best-offer, but it seems that
method is pretty well disliked.  Thanks in advance.

Dave
doragsda@oboe.calpoly.edu
David Ragsdale
doragsda@oboe.calpoly.edu  -or-
du651@oasis.calpoly.edu



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: Dave Hutchison <djhutch@concentric.net>
Subject: R-390A repair and restoration
Message-ID: <324D8502.5816@concentric.net>

Isn't there someone who specializes in the repair and retsoration of 
these receivers?  If anyone knows who this might be please forward their 
name and address ( e mail or mail) and phone number.

Thanks,

Dave Hutchison KW9U


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org>
Subject: Re: R-390A repair and restoration
Message-ID: <64136.ddillman@igc.apc.org>

On Sat, 28 Sep 1996 15:08:08 -0500 (CDT), 
Dave Hutchison   <djhutch@concentric.net> wrote:

>Isn't there someone who specializes in the repair and retsoration of 
>these receivers?  If anyone knows who this might be please forward their 
>name and address ( e mail or mail) and phone number.

Greetings, Dave.  Rick Mish of Miltronix is considered by most to be 
the master of the R-390/R-390A and other similar receivers.  I have 
one of his R-390As (as well as a CV-591A) and rate his work at top 
notch, as have others on the list.

Miltronix
POB 80041
Toledo, OH 43608
Phone: 419-255-6220

                             Dick Dillman
                       WPE2VT  N6VS  ex-WA2BJK
                        <ddillman@igc.apc.org>
                      Collector of Heavy Metal:
                Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs.




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: Bill Sorsby <bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com>
Subject: R390 Saga Continued...
Message-ID: <199609282117.QAA18694@dlep1.itg.ti.com>


The power regulator's fixed finally.  Naturally, I didn't rush to change out
the 100 pf mica (C607) which Dave Metz suggested; but I should have.  As
soon as I replaced it with a 120 pf (closest value from junkbox) regulation
worked just fine; no more intermittent dropping out of regulation resulting
in mildly objectionable hum.  (Thanks, Dave.)

Ohm'ing C607 didn't reveal a problem but upon close inspection after
replacing it, the problem appears to be that it failed to remain soldered in
the circuit!  I managed to pull it out with the leads intact.  Rather than
the lead at the tube socket being tinned with solder, it is very discolored
without a trace of being tinned where it wrapped around the tube socket pin.
The only place the lead is tinned is further up where the soldering iron
made contact with it.  Perhaps the common failure mode with C607 has less to
do with the capacitor than the way it was soldered in, or perhaps the heat
from the plate of the 6BH6 destroyed the original solder connection on that
pin...

At any rate, I'm glad to have the regulator fixed.

The other problem I've observed with this R390 is a somewhat lower noise
level beginning at 16 MHz.  This appears to be a 2nd RF amp problem.  When
switched to the 16-32 MHz range Z218 does not resonate.  That is, the tuning
doesn't go through a peak.  Instead, maximum signal occurs with the slug all
the way out.  The cap seems to have no effect.  I took the shield cover off
Z218 but didn't see anything obviously wrong.  The coil ohm's out OK.

Anybody seen this problem before that can offer advice, before I pull the RF
deck out?  How about words of wisdom for pulling the RF deck out?


Regards,
Bill Sorsby, N5BU       bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com
Grapevine, TX 76051



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: "Chuck Rippel" <crippel@exis.net>
Subject: SP-600 v/s HQ-180(A/C)
Message-ID: <199609281254.IAA31437@marlin.exis.net>

I have been an active SWBC DX'er for 25 years and still enjoy it.  
There is quite a bit of a challenge in trying to listen to PNG 
Regional stations on 60M long path in our ECNA afternoons.  Try 4.890 
at about 2030 through 2050 or 2100.  That can be a toughie.

The R390A with its .2uv for 10db S/N + N is the King of Boat Anchor 
Receivers (mine, anyway) for doing this but I also have an SP-600JX1 
and an HQ-180A with the matching speaker that looks and works like it
came right from the box.

I used an R390A teamed up with a Sherwood SE-III on an SWBC 
DX'pedition last year and cleaned up on Drake R8's and R8A's along 
with 2 mega-buck Watkins Johnson 1000's.  Not bad for a 21 year old 
radio? Ce' Est?  After all, many Boatanchor receivers prime recovery 
mode was AM so why not conclude that a receiver built to receive it 
works better than one where AM is an afterthought?  Although I will 
say that the Drake R8/R8A's are the current favorite among new 
receivers for SWBC. 

For simple listening, the SP-600 is wonderful.  The audio from a 
properly working SP-600 is the best I have ever had the pleasure of 
listening.  In my opinion, it even surpasses my R390A with the 
Klermonous audio chassis installed in it. The SP is fairly stable after 
being warmed up which I improved in mine with the current regulation 
circuit published in ER a year or so ago.  More than some receivers, 
the SP-600 benefits from changing out all the black beauty caps.  
Having undertaken this, I can attest that it is quite a job.  Including
the ones in the IF cans and under the RF chassis in the turret assy, it is
a time consuming job.  However, once done it is certainly worth it.  
The receiver sounds and works better having the caps replaced.  Also, 
just for grins, I replaced the 1st RF amplifier with a 6DC6 v/s the 
6BA6 and I feel there was quite an improvement without sacrificing 
overload performance.  Still, the SP-600 can't quite compete with the 
R390A when it comes to wringing out the ether for the last bit of 
intelligence and audio recovery but it does well at about .8uv for 
10db S/N + N.

The HQ-180A is a different beast.  While it does not have near the 
audio fidelity that the SP-600 does, it does have SSB capabilities 
and some QRM fighting goodies that the 'SP does not. Also, no HQ-180A 
I have seen is as stable as a properly re-worked SP-600.  Although the 
HQ-180A has the oscillator tubes on all the time, it is still a 
little drifty.  It is just a tad behind my SP-600 in audio recovery. 
Remember, the HQ-180 was designed as a popluar priced consumer radio 
while the SP-600JX had the deep pockets of military as its customer.  
Copmare the differences in construction technique.  For one, the 
HQ-180(A)'s tubes are riveted :( in v/s the screws/nuts in the 
SP-600JX.  Loose tube socket screw can be a real source of ills and I 
wonder if anyone has had a problem with an HQ-180 rivet?  What's the 
fix, solder it in?

There is a collection of reprints on the HQ-180(A) and other Boat 
Anchor Receivers available from the National Radio Club:

National Radio Club
PO Box 5711
Topeka, KS   66605-0711

Also, on the WWW are several Shortwave Broadcast DX newsletters.  If 
anyone is interested, E-Mail me and I will forward you a few latest 
copies.

SWBC DX'ing is a natural extension to Ham Radio and an excellent way 
to test your listening skills.  I still enjoy it as an ongoing hobby 
after 25 years and still look forward to the challenge.  Try the 4890 
Papua New Guinea in the next few days if you wish.  Who knows, the 
bug just may bite you too.

Gotta go shingle a barn.....

73 to all
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Chuck Rippel         Real Radios Were Made in 
crippel@exis.net        Cedar Rapids, Iowa
                       
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: k9gdt@juno.com (George P Sieverson)
Subject: Sprague Vitamin Q Capacitors
Message-ID: <19960928.004515.3790.2.K9GDT@juno.com>

Greetings fellow thermionic emmissives/emissivettes,

I'm looking for 2 pcs of a Sprague Vitamin Q capacitor, 0.01 microfarad,
200V minimum.  (I need one desperately!)  Does anyone know if they're
still being made?  If so, who sells them?  If not, is there a modern
equivalent?  

Thanks in advance,
73 - George 
***********************************
George Sieverson
Barrington, IL
K9GDT@JUNO.COM
**********************************


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: Allen Tucholski <allent@en.com>
Subject: Tektronics 555 & 531A/541A manuals FS
Message-ID: <1.5.4.16.19960928122316.0b0fe458@en.com>

Hello all,
I have two manuals for the Tektronics O-scopes Forsale.
 
(1.) Type  531A/541A for the tek O-scopes. Includes all info on operation
and includes
       schematics.

(2.) Type 555 Scope manual same as above.


Price $15  each includes shipping.

Allen



NASA Lewis Reasearch Center 
Cleveland, Ohio



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: MEC <danmec@inet.uni-c.dk>
Subject: Re: Transmitter for R-390A
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9609281510.A29551-0100000@inet.uni-c.dk>

> > I'd like to know what would be an appropriate transmitter to team up 
> > with an R-390A receiver.  What was the "typical" military setup for this 
> > rig?
> > 
> 
> Well, aboard the USS Providence and USS Oklahoma City, we would have
> used them with AN/WRT-2's, 500 watts, 6 ft tall.
> 
I my national service days in Norway we uswed the BC 610 in shelters.

BTW : anyone in Europe interested in a R 390 ? I have one surplus.

73  Rag  oz8ro


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: emil switzer <eswitzer@atl.mindspring.com>
Subject: tubes
Message-ID: <199609281648.MAA15922@answerman.mindspring.com>

>Return-Path: switzer_e@a1.CLUST
>Posted: Fri, 27 Sep 96 15:52:01 -0400
>Date: Fri, 27 Sep 96 15:52:01 -0400
>Sender: switzer_e%a1.CLUST.umc@engult.lxe.com
>From: "Emil Switzer" <switzer_e%a1.clust.CLUST.umc@engult.lxe.com>
>To: eswitzer@mindspring.com
>Subject: tubes
>Msg-Class: !AS
>
>    
>
>
>------- Forwarded message
>
>Posted: Fri, 27 Sep 96 11:30:01 -0400
>Date: Fri, 27 Sep 96 11:02:01 -0400
>From: "Homer Blincoe"
<"blincoe_h%Organization=ELEC_SYST_ENGR%Telephone=4211"@a1.clust>
>To: "Emil Switzer" <switzer_e@a1.clust>
>Cc: "Cal Neff" <neff_c@a1.clust>
>Subject: 35Z5
>
>The tube tester error report reminds me of my early beginnings in electronics.
>In 1943 it was very difficult to get 35Z5s in the Atlanta area, (and probably
>everywhere else).
>    Most houses had one or more radios that used this tube. It was often the
>radio used by the housewife to listen to her "soap operas" during the
>work day.
>   The low voltage section of the 35Z5s filament failed much more often than
>the high voltage half; the pilot would then open and the radio would be
>dead.  After taking the radio to several repair services, and being put on
>a waiting list for a tube, one desparate housewife in my neighborhood 
>actually turned the radio over to me to see if I could make it work, since
>she knew I was always playing around with radios.  Since I was only 13
>at the time, they really had to be desparate to risk their radio.
>
>     After figuring out how the filament string worked, I thought there
>was a chance that if I shorted out the open low voltage section there
>would still be enough resistance in the string to keep from blowing out
>any more filaments, but the radio would work.  I took a strand of wire
>and wound it between the two pins which connected to the low voltage
>section and sure enough the radio came to life and begain to work at
>least as well as normal...possibly a bit better due to hotter cathodes.
>
>    The pilot wouldn't work, or course, but no one complained.  
>The tube life was shortened, as well, but not enough to be obvious.
>(If I could have gotten hold of an appropriate resistor I would have
>used it, but they too were very hard to get.)
>
>    Once the news got around I got a lot of radios to fix.  Many had
>the same problem, but others were transformer types with other troubles.
>In any event, this opportunity to work on radios came at a very good
>time since the war had shut down the amateur operations.
>
>
>
>------- End of Forwarded message
>
>



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: carl yaffey <cyaffey@sprynet.com>
Subject: want book "How to Become a Radio Amateur"
Message-ID: <2.2.32.19960928180614.0070f3ac@m1.sprynet.com>

I'd love to find a copy of the ARRL publication,  "How to Become a Radio
Amateur" that was published in the '50's. The cover picture showed a guy
with a novice rig built on a wooden chassis as I remember....
TNX es 73,
Carl K8NU
-------------------------------------------------------------
Carl Yaffey K8NU (ex-W4EZB) cyaffey@sprynet.com 614 268 6353 Columbus OH 
Banjo player for One Riot One Ranger, independent software developer.
                   /~~\\       ,    , ,
                  |#===||==========#***| 
                   \__//            ` `



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: Allen Tucholski <allent@en.com>
Subject: Wanted Manual on Gonset AM3156 Aircraft Receiver.
Message-ID: <1.5.4.16.19960928122556.2c6743e8@en.com>

Looking for a copy of schematic for the Gonset AM3156 Aircraft Receiver.

Will pay copy/shipping costs.

Allen
NASA Lewis Reasearch Center 
Cleveland, Ohio



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: bgraham@tecnet1.jcte.jcs.mil
Subject: WTB books
Message-ID: <199609281959.PAA17607@tecnet1.jcte.jcs.mil>

Subject:  WTB: books
I'm looking for the following books:

arrl "understanding amatuer radio  70's edition (8 1/2 x 11 size)

"So you want to be a ham"

"so you want to be an SWL"

73

Bill

N5LMX/DA1WG

bgraham@tecnet1.jcte.jcs.mil


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Sep 28 16:51:45 1996
From: CADV16@aol.com
Subject: WTB: Amperex 4-400AX or 4-400C
Message-ID: <960928095136_295530126@emout09.mail.aol.com>

Looking to purchase a set of four Amperex 4-400AX or 4-400C tetrodes with
graphite plates.  Looking for commercial pulls in fairly good condition and
reasonably priced.  Contact: Elliott Klein / KJ7KH (602) 991-0575 or E-Mail:
CADV16@AOL.COM  Thank You!


